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Human Nature & Political System Design
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(Shenzhen Administrative Institute. Shenzhen 518021. Guangdong., China)

Biography: LI Rong-hua (1959-), male, Associate professor, Shenzhen Administrative Institute,

majoring in political and administrative science.

Abstract: Because of the facts that human being is the fundamental factor of social activities, and that
government is the authority organization of administering the society, political system can’ t be designed
without the understanding of human nature and the support of political thought. From various expositions
on human nature by western thinkers, it is not very difficult for us to discover such a fact that they have
been designing the political system basing on the premise that human being is of lust and selfishness. On the
one hand. they think that two aspects on human nature must be considered while designing political
system. One is its imperfection. which must be considered to make designed political system to practice the
function to curb the evil and promote the good. and the other is its weak points, which suggests that the
power must be restrained so as to avoid its harm to the society. On the other hand, they think that one
must make full use of its weakness to turn its harm into the good, and serve the society.

Key words: human nature; political system; design



