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On Soft Journalism in American Press

QIN Zhixi, YUE Lu
(School of Journalism & Communication. Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China)

Biographies: QIN Zhi-xi (1948-), male, Professor & Doctoral supervisor, School of Journalism &
Communication, Wuhan University, majoring in journalism theories and media culture;
YUE Lu (1982-), female. Graduate, School of Journalism & Communication. Wuhan
University. majoring in journalism theories.

Abstract; The trend of Soft Journalism has gradually become a mainstream in American Press since
1980s. According to the theory of Institutional Change of Neo-Institutionalism, this trend began with the
break the church-state wall (that is to say, American media did not preserve the separation of the newsroom
and the management) and the integrated marketing conception intruding into the process of news editing.
In this thesis, Soft Journalism in American Press is the result of the induced institutional change, and the
interactional outcome of the culture of consumntion and the completelv market-driven iournalism.

Key words: American press; soft journalism; institutional change; culture of consumption



