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Review on the Town of Yanshi in Shang Dynasty Must be the
Precise Boundary Mark between the Dynasties of Xia and Shang

FANG You-sheng
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: FANG You-sheng (1934-), male. Professor, School of History, Wuhan University,
majoring in Chinese New Stone Age and the history of the dynasties Xia, Shang and
Zhou.

Abstract; Mr Liu Xu has written two articles one after another, stating that it was wrong to take the

Town of Yanshi as a boundary mark between dynasties of Xia and Shang. There are some points of view in

his article that contract the fact so that it is necessary to clarify. According to what recorded in literatures

and data from archaeological materials as well as analysis of 14C, the Town of Yanshi in Shang Dynasty

must be the precise boundary mark between the dynasties of Xia and Shang.

Key words: the Town of Yanshi in Shang dynasty; dynasties of Xia and Shang: chronological

boundary mark between dynasties



