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Liberty & Morality, Capacity and Market

SHEN Jian-lin, CHU Jian-guo
(School of Politics & Public Administration. Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China )

Biographies: SHEN Jian-lin (1966-), male, Doctor, Associate professor, School of Politics & Public
Administration, Wuhan University, majoring in Western political thought; CHU Jian-
guo(1971-). male. Doctoral candidate. Associate professor. School of Politics & Public
Administration. Wuhan University. majoring in constitution theory.

Abstract; The disputes of all kinds of the contemporary libertarian views in the West focus on the
difference between the view of the negative liberty and the view of the positive liberty. and the difference
between them lies in three aspects: liberty and morality. liberty and capacity. liberty and market. The two
views of liberty have both success and failure. The physical view held by the negative libertarian is objective
and neutral in the moral, but it is indifferent to the individual value, the basic interests and the need,
which just results in the vagrant’ s life ; the view of the positive liberty pays attention to the distribution of
rights, wealth and opportunity, but it is the strong normative way of the interpretation that appeals to the
human nature and the value’ s view. and then difficult to make liberalism the objective science. Finally,
this paper considers the actual foundation and the social resource of the dispute between the two views of
liberty.

Key words: negative liberty; positive liberty; moral; capacity; market



