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Good-Evil & Reward-Punishment

ZENG Xiao-wu
(School of Philosophy. Wuhan University. Wuhan 430072. Hubei. China)

Biography: ZENG Xiao-wu (1965-), male, Post doctoral researcher, School of Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in moral philosophy.

Abstract. Moral reward &punishment is the reward or punishment which is due to the good or evil of
the subject’ s action or character. We can explicate the causations between good &evil and reward &
punishment from the angle of sociology and psychology . From the angle of sociology, the causations of moral
reword & punishment lie in two aspects: first. it is the inevitable demands of social justice. secondly. it is
the necessary pledge of the stability of morals. From the angle of psychology. moral reward &punishiment is
based on certain feelings which belong to a kind of motives of human being. First, social feelings can lead to
social reward & punishments in moral life. Secondly. the feelings which are toward oneself . can sometime
lead to the reward &punishments toward oneself. Thirdly, from some certain views, one’ s feelings
themselves belong to a special kind of reward or punishiment.

Key words: good-evil; reward-punishment; angle of sociology; angle of psychology



