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Meanings of Kant’ s Conception of Understanding
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majoring in German philosophy.

Abstract; The meanings of Kant’ s conception of understanding embody at three levels: (1) the
understanding in the general sense, referring to the whole higher faculty of cognition used in the fields of
theory, practice and taste, including general understanding, power of judgment and reason; (2 ) the
understanding in the comparatively narrow sense. referring to the theoretical reason or the speculative
reason, including narrow understanding, power of judgment and reason used in the field of theory; (3 )the
understanding in the narrowest sense. referring to transcendental self-consciousness or pure apperception.

Key words: Kant; understanding; the higher faculty of cognition; pure apperception



