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Study on Spinoza’ s Concept of Freedom

XU Rui-kang
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China)

Biography: XU Rui-kang (1934-), male, Professor, School of Philosophy, Wuhan University,
majoring in modern Western philosophy.

Abstract. Freedom is the supreme concept in Spinoza’ s Ethics. To begin with the law of humanity,
around such opposite categorys as freedom and necessity .knowledge and practice . finite and infinite, Spinoza
had clarified systematicly these problems: “What is freedom 7’, “How can freedom be realized 7 and “What
is the supreme boundary of freedom 7. The view that “freedom is the knowledge of necessity” is Spinoza’ s
definition on freedom is untruthful. Spinoza’ s concept on freedom is characteristic of theory.opening and
rationality; Spinoza was called the “Moses” of modern newest free thoughters. Spinoza’ s concept on
freedom which has deep insights and revelational senses can give meditation and reference to modernists.
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