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Commenting Muller’ s Infinite Ideas of Religious Origin
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Biography: ZHAI Zhi-hong (1960-), male, Doctoral candidate, School of Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in eastern philosophies and Christian relief.

Abstract: Max Muller suggests that religion originate in the infinite ideas and the ideas are formed on
the foundation of the finite natural things. In the process of grasping and naming the ideas, ancient people
establish various belief objects and worshipping forms, and promote the development of religion. Muller’ s
trying to search for a natural basis for the earliest religion provides a very important signification of
methodology for the Science of Religion. But the Natural Origination Theory is not received universally. for
it emphasizes the perceptual epistemology too much. And as the beginning of religion. the infinite ideas. for
its uncertainty in knowledge. make it very difficult to grasp and manifest the existence of God through
human reason. Although the infinite ideas base on the perceptual knowledge. the contradiction between
faith (determination) and reason (undetermination) has not gotten resolved.

Key words: religious origin; infinite ideas; determination



