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Origin of KANG You-wei’ s Memorial Submitted in 1888

JIA Xiao-hui
(Department of Social Science. Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, China)

Biography: JIA Xia-hui (1954-), female, Doctor of History, Professor of Department of Social
Science, Tianjin University. majoring in modern cultural history.

Abstract: The memorial submitted in 1888 by KANG You-wei has a close relation with his early
Utonias thought. Kang’ s theorv structure. which is traceable from the Neo-confucianism in the Song and
Ming dynasties of Zhuxi. is “improve the inside ethics to be a sage and administer the country in high
principle”. Following Zhuxi’ s theory, he divides “cultivating” into two fields: one is the inside cultivation
of moral character, which evokes his passion to devote for the country; the other is pursuing the universal
truth and principles to run a country, which is theoretically prepared for the political reform. The premier
process from “internal saints” to “external kingcraft” is the First Memorial to the Empire of Qing
Density .

Key words: KANG You-wei; early utopias thought; internal saint and external kingcraft; First

Memorial to the Empire of Qing Density



