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Frankfurt School’ s Critique of Mannheim’ s
Sociology of Knowledge

LIN Meng-qing
(Department of Social Science. Wenzhou University. Wenzhou 325035, Zhejiang. China)

Biography: LIN Meng-qing (1963-), male, Associate professor, Department of Social Science,
Wenzhou University, majoring in Marxist philosophy and Western philosophy.

Abstract: Lukacs’ History and Class Consciousness had impacted both Mannheim and Frankfurt
School. However, Frankfurt School opposed Mannheim expanding theory of ideology into general
sociology of knowledge. They criticized that Mannheim confused the difference between the concept of
ideology and the concept of particular and historical truth, and weakened the function of ideological
theory. It had retrogressed to be a pure idealist “philosophy of spirit”. The critique of Mannheim s
relativism is the core of Frankfurt School’ s critique of Mannheim’ s sociology of Knowledge.
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