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Abstract: From the late 1970s, traditional methodology of policy science based on the positivism
has gradually undergone serious criticism. There is a continual emergence of new paradigm. method
and approach of policy study surrounding the issue of back to “the policy science of democracy” by
Lasswell. These newly emergent theories not only question the value-free doctrine of the positivism,
but also launch a most severe criticism over the objectivism hypothesis, basic theory and methodology
in policy studies, which shocked fundamentally the philosophic basis of positivism. Scientific
rationality, which was once thought to be the cornerstone of methodology of policy science, is being
replaced by a broader theory of social rationality theory. The paradigm shift in methodology by policy
science resulted in a shift from policy science to policy inquiry.
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