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The Legitimacy Belief in Monarchical Power in Imperial China
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Abstract; According to “drama-imitating theory” in culture anthropology and the viewing angle of
contemporary cultural narratology. all of the systems., behavior, policy, speech. myth, rites, titles
related with monarchical legitimacy in imperial China can be regarded as legitimacy narrative and
performance. Through this kind of continuous performance and narrative of cultural integration or
national collective, the system of legitimacy belief in monarchical power lasting in the ancient thinking
world may be discovered. The core of this system is legitimacy faith based on the monarch’ s morality,
while legitimacy belief based on monarch being instructed by God. legitimacy faith based on monarch’
s brilliant merits, legitimacy belief based on monarch’ s legitimate birthright are its contents, which
played a part to be reckoned with in the course of generating of monarchical legitimacy.

Key words: legitimacy belief; legitimacy narrative; monarchical legitimacy



