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Legal View on the System of Presiding over Wedding
Ceremony and Matchmaker System in Tang Dynasty

LIU Yu-tang
(Social Academy of Hubei Province, Wuhan 430077, Hubei, China)

Biography: LIU Yu-tang (1956-), male, Doctor & Professor, Social Academy of Hubei Province,
majoring in the history of Chinese culture.
Abstract; Guided by the legal principal of “the supremacy of etiquette”, the legislators in Tang

»

Dynasty reconfirmed and standardized “parental order” and “matchmaking promise 7, constructed a
relatively satisfying system of presiding over wedding ceremony and matchmaking system which both
met the requirements of traditional etiquette and also helped to adjust and intervene in the society, as
is the function of legislation. According to those systems, the closeness of kinship, age and social
status were taken into consideration when choosing the presiders over wedding ceremony. In the
meantime, the rights of different presiders are clearly stipulated. Having a matchmaker became a term
for the legal recognition of marriages.

Key words: Tang Dynasty; legislation; right of presiding over wedding ceremony; matchmaking



