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Three Levels of Democracy
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Biography: CHU Jianguo (1971-). male. Doctor. Associate professor. School of Politics &
Public Administration, Wuhan University, majoring in comparative politics, political
change.

Abstract; The article divides the conception of democracy into three levels, which are ultraist,
governmental, and social democracy respectively. The ultraist one means 'all power comes from the
people » which can become a weapon for criticizing all kinds of government, but difficult to become
true. Governmental democracy involves three forms-direct, representative, and participatory
democracy, which indicate respectively the people dominate, control, and participate the governing
process. Social democracy involves two kinds-alternative or complementary democracy. which is to
replace or complement governmental democracy. The author argues that the democratic development
in contemporary China can follow the way of strengthening governmental democracy and expanding
social democracy without abandoning ultraist democracy.
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