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Comparative Research on Subjective Quality of Life.
A Case Study from Zhengzhou, Wuhan and Changsha

ZHANG Lei, GUO Na
(Department of Sociology. Wuhan University. Wuhan 430072. Hubei. China)

Biographies: ZHANG Lei (1978-), female, Department of Sociology. Doctoral candidate, Wuhan
University, majoring in economic sociology and quality of life studies. GUO Na
(1981-), female, Graduate, Department of Sociology. Wuhan University, majoring in
economic sociology, quality of life studies, and the non-governmental organizations.
Abstract: Besides the economic development and the richness of living assistances. the so-called
well-off society ought to pay more attention to the subjective quality of life, reflecting its members
psychological and emotional experiences. Data based on the collection of Zhengzhou, Wuhan, and
Changsha, three major cities in middle China, indicate that, economic development doesnt necessarily
result in improvement of subjective quality of life. The influences of material oppression and
consumption on subjective well-being (SWB) have been lowered. However, the citizens have a
common lower SWB in both public services, such as medical services or infrastructure, and public
policies, especially in eliminating poverty, laid-off workers, education and environmental protection.
Key words: cities in middle China; subjective well-being (SWB); quality of life (QOL);
comparative study



