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Economic Development and Subjective Quality of Life:
A Case Study from Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou
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Abstract: This comparative study of subjective quality of life (SQOL), based on a survey of three
developed cities of China: Beijing. Shanghai and Guangzhou, analyzes the differences of these three
cities and discusses the relationship between the income and life satisfaction. The survey indicates that
the life satisfaction of Shanghai people is the highest one, and Beijing the lowest. It also shows that
income has not too much effect on people s life satisfaction. The relationship between GDP and life
satisfaction, the selection of indicators and the satisfaction of different groups are the issues to be
further discussed.

Key words: economic development; city residential; subjective quality of life (SQOL); life

satisfaction



