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Abstract. Based on the introduction of the change of community concept in different social
contexts, this paper aims at discussing the unique meanings and significances of Chinese urban
community in the background of social transformation and community building campaign. As shown in
this paper, Chinese urban community is not a natural or neutral local society, but a political space
with definite boundary regulated by the state, which functions as a governance unit to solve the
problems of urban social integration and social control after the collapse of Danwei system. Neither is
it an imagined warm and harmony community of social life, but a honeycomb-like space with class
differentiations, segmentations and lack of organic connections between different parts.
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