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Two Kinds of “Public” and “Private” Concepts in
Monarchy China and Their Systems

ZHANG Xingjiu
(School of Politics &. Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHANG Xingjiu (956 ), male &. Doctor, Professor &. Doctoral supervisor, School of
Politics &. Public Administration. Wuhan University, majoring in political systems
and political thoughts.

Abstract: There are two kinds of concepts about “public” and “private” and two kinds of

principles for designing a system in the political system of monarchical China. One accepts the

[43

absoluteness of the monarchical power and thinks that the division standard between “public” and
“private” is whether the personal purpose of the monarch or the imperial family is met. Another takes
whether the “public” conforms to Confucian values, such as “moral principles” and “popular
feelings”, and whether it conforms to the interests of an abstract state community as a division
standard. The history of autocracy in two thousands of years is a process of which two kinds of
concepts about “public” and “private” influence each other. Especially, the reinforcing and rebuilding
of autocracy by Confucian “public” and “private” values, to a great extent, make a mechanism to
balance and control the monarchical power, so that, in general, it has both commonality and
autonomy beyond the original purpose on “private”.
Key words: concepts about “public” and “private”; commonality of autocracy; Monarchy China



