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Abstract: The developing process and policy-making mechanism of the Cooperation on Justice and
Home Affairs in the EU present the characteristics of Intergovernmentalism. The common national
interests among member-states are the great impetus to the Cooperation on Justice and Home A ffairs
in the EU. Because containing some elements of Supranationalism, the Policy-making mechanism of
the Cooperation on Justice and Home Affairs in the EU becomes a mixed decision-making mechanism
which has the primary characteristic of intergovernmental pattern and the subsidiary characteristic of
supranational pattern. Although the Cooperation on Justice and Home Affairs in the EU has made a
great development, it would still remain in the frame of intergovernmental pattern in the foreseeable
future because it is involved in the sensitive issues of national sovereignty and interests.
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