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The Evolving Logic of State Governance Technology :
Taking the Practice of Mobile Population Management for Example

Han Zhiming (Nanjing University of Information Science &. Technology)

Abstract: The population mobility is a normal phenomenon of societies, and is the result of the economic and social
development. The mobility of population provides the human resource for economic and social development, but it also causes
realistic problems related to livelihood, social inclusion, crime, etc. Controlling the mobility of population is an important task
of state governance,and at the same time,a window for exploring the value and the technology of state governance. Practice
of mobile population management also means a vast visibility, which indicates a straightforward, broad and complex effect
towards social public lives. This paper mainly focuses on the evolving logic of state governance technology through the
practice of mobile population management, bases on the history of mobile population control in traditional society in China,
and summarizes the basic measures—mainly including strict restriction, registration, emplacement, remedy, etc. —to control
the mobile population. In the end, this essay summarizes four kinds of state governance technologies. Based on that, this
essay develops four kinds of related modes according to the aims of state governance, that is,immobility-bundle technology.,
clarify-measurement technology, order-absorption technology and harmless-control technology. These different governance
technologies together serve the aim of controlling the mobile population from different perspectives. By examining the
history of the practice of controlling mobile population, we can find the inner logic of the evolution of state governance
technology. It shows that, as the transformation of social value and state demands proceeds, governance technology may
survive or be abandoned. Due to the sophistication and especially the digitalization of governance technologies, Governance
technology tends to promote the quality of public service and welfare. The governance technologies and their applications are
becoming more and more complex. In particular, they should face up to the complex economy and rights problems. The
evolution of Governance technology actually is the outcome of complex interaction of politics and economic and concept etc.
The originality of this research lies in clarifying the changes of the practice of mobile population management and better
understanding the normality,dynamic and complexity of state governance technology through the analysis of the technology
of mobile population management.

Key words: governance technology; mobile population; state governance; traditional ancient society; modern society
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