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Income Level, Political Socialization and Willingness to Participate .

Analysis on the Factors Affecting the Opportunity Cognition of Public Participation in Polit-
ical Transition

Ma Baobin & Yu Lichun (Jilin University)

Du Ping (Shanghai University)

Abstract : Based on the background of social transformation in China, this paper analyzes the influencing factors of public
participation opportunity cognition from three dimensions:income level, political socialization and willingness to participate.

In the process of political modernization, with the improvement of systems, the public’ s political participation
opportunities are also increasing. Accordingly, the research results of the public political participation behavior, the
willingness to participate and the political efficacy are more and more abundant. On the whole, the empirical research on
people’s political participation has focused on the political efficacy, the willingness to participate and its influencing factors.
In addition,in terms of content, political participation includes not only the vote, but also the management of public affairs.
Previous studies have not been sufficiently concerned with the latter. From this point of view, the influencing factors of public
participation opportunity cognition will undoubtedly help promote public political participation cognitive problems.

In theory, the participation opportunity cognition will be influenced by subjective and objective factors. Based on the
questionnaire data.this paper analyzes the influencing factors of income level, political socialization and willingness on the
opportunity cognition of public political participation. The results show that the willingness to political participation
opportunity cognition is not obvious; the higher the level of education is, the more they think they have opportunity to
participate in the management process of the community and work organization affairs; compared with the rural population,
the urban population have more chance to participate in the relevant units and community affairs; the higher the individual
income level is,the more they think they have the opportunity to participate in the management of unit affairs. The research
of this paper extends the research scope of political participation cognition, and the conclusions obtained can be used for
reference to enhance people’s participation opportunity cognition.

Key words: the opportunity cognition of political participation; willingness to participate; political socialization; income level
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