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Abstract; In the past several years, the definition of “foreign states” on the “Foreign Sovereign
Immunities Act” (FSIA) has been clarified and the retroactivity of the FSIA has been confirmed by
the Supreme Court of the United States. These developments are so important that China’ s interests
in irrespective cases and also the whole circumstances on the American courts have been substantially
influenced. Through analysis on several specific cases, this article will elaborate the above-mentioned
two developments and also their impacts on China. and in the end. put forwards some suggestions:
different cases should be solved in different ways, i.e., to count on diplomatic way to solve the
political cases, to struggle for and cherish the status of “foreign states” in the commercial cases, and
to employ every possible system and rule to break away from the jurisdiction of American courts in the
historical cases.

Key words: foreign sovereign immunities; foreign sovereign immunities act; foreign state;
retroactivity



