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Abstract: Ever since the 1960s, policy innovation has become one of major research subjects in the

field of public policy in Western countries and US in particular. It has made much contribution to

policy studies by strengthening their explanation power on the policy practice. Most studies on policy

innovation center on such themes as definition and concepts of policy innovation and policy diffusion,

variables constraining the policy innovation and its diffusion process, and features and major models of

policy innovation and policy diffusion. This article outlines the development of policy innovation and

diffusion, reviews the current researches, and on this basis, highlights its implications on China’ s

policy practice and calls on more research effort on this field in China.
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