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Exactly Understand the Three Dimensionalities of
Chinese-style Democracy

Yu Chongsheng
(School of Political Science & Public Management. Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China)

Abstract. There are three dimensions in Chinese style democracy which refer to the dimension of
people’ s democracy and intra-party’ s democracy, the dimension of elective democracy and deliberative
democracy, and the dimension of top democracy and grassroot democracy. As democracy is a whole
body, the three dimensions and those aspects in each dimension should be closely linked. But given
the complexity of contemporary Chinese society and the difficulty of democratic development, we
always place more emphasis on one dimension or aspect when we choose the breakthrough of
democratic development. However. the democratic experience in the last years shows that resolving
democracy to different democratic forms and then promoting separately one democratic form can not
bring through the development of other democratic forms. On the contrary, that will hinder the
systematic promotion of democracy. obscure the real meaning of democratic development and make
Chinese style democracy still an illusion in people’ s dream. Therefore, to promote truly the Chinese
style democracy, we should redefine democracy, grasp precisely the three dimensions of Chinese style
democracy. and promote coordinately Chinese style democracy.

Key words: Chinese style democracy; people’ s democracy; elective democracy; top democracy



