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Indiana School & Contemporary Chinese Political-economic Practices

Zhang Zhenhua (Lecturer, Nankai University)

Abstract: Among the political economic researches,one of the most important schools is the Indiana School, whose repre-
sentatives include Elinor Ostrom & Vincent Ostrom. The Indiana School carries out their political economic researches from
the view of institutionalism. They put forward a set of institutional theories and apply them to the supply of public goods,
the governance of large metropolis,the governance of the common pool resources,the federalism,and local governments and
so on. Chinese scholars begin to apply the theories to Chinese practices while translating the theories of Indiana School. Dur-
ing the process,misunderstanding and generalization of the theories is rather prevalence among the Chinese academia.

Key words: Indiana school; Ostrom; polycentric governance; self-governance
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