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Lagging behind and Going Beyond.
An Issue in the Political Development in the Localities of China

Zhu Guanglei
(Zhou Enlai School of Government. Nankai University. Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: China has made a great development in the construction of democracy as a whole during
the recent three decades. But there remain many problems, among which the imbalance in the political
development and the institutional reformation at localities and a patent lag of the localities with the
whole is prominent. In general, matters of local governments do not deal with important problems of
strategies and macroeconomic regulation, so their development should have more advantages than the
central government. What caused this situation include the following: the low level of development of
democracy and the legal system. the relatively abstract requirements of the central on the changing
functions of government. inappropriately utilizing the party’ s leading station by a number of local
authorities, and the culture of official standard. We must promote the local political developments by
stressing that economic and political developments promote each other. and accelerate both
construction of democracy and improvement of people’ s livelihood. and by giving special attention to
combine the central promotion and local consciousness. to combine the efforts of the party and
government, to combine the strengthening democracy and contracting governance.
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