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in Comparative Politics
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Abstract: In the comparative political studies. the state-society framework not only finds out the

significance of civil society. but also brings the state as one independent variable back into the political

studies. On the basis of reflection on the functional system analysis. the studies criticize the pluralism

and political development for its sociological reduction of politics, and probe into the state

differentiation. state autonomy and state effectiveness. In doing so. they promote the research on the

relation between the growth of the civil society and the development of the state capability.

Key words: comparative politics; state differentiation; state autonomy; state effectiveness



