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The Content of Leo Strauss’ Concept of Natural Right
and Its Theoretical Status

Zhang Min
(School of Political Science & Public M anagement, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: As we know, Natural Right and History is one of the most comprehensive and
complete statement of Leo Strauss views. In this book, Strauss designates two meanings to N atural
Right, one is classical, and the other is modern. He believes that there has been a conversion from
classical natural right toward modern natural right in the historical process of Western thoughts. In
his opinion, the final result of this conversion is the rejection of classical Natural Right and History in
Historicism and Positivism in contemporary time. They respectively denies the possibility of
traditional N atural Right and History in the name of Unhistoral and Unscientific, and finally results
the absence of Natural Right in modern Western world, which should be directly responsible for the
burst-out of The Crisis of M odernity and Nihilism in Strauss’ opinion. Therefore, this article is trying
to study the Classical content of Strauss’ concept of natural right in the exam ple of Natural Right and
History under the background of The Crisis of Modernity, so as to understand the status and
significance of Strauss’ reconstruction of Natural Right and History in the tension of classic and
modern.

Key words: Strauss; classical natural right; natural right; history; science



