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The Communist Party of China in the Process of Social Transformation

Lance L. P. Gore (Senior Research Fellow, National University of Singapore)

Abstract : Market-driven socioeconomic transformation in the reform era has also transformed the social composition of Party
membership and the class base of the CPC. Marketization has eroded the micro-institutional foundation of the CPC’s grass-
roots organizations and is redefining the relationship between Party organizations and Party members. While the structure of
a Leninist Party remains, the nature of the Party is undergoing fundamental changes.

Key words: Communist Party of China; class relations; political change; social organizations
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