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On the Relationship among the Local Governments in
Contemporary China: Research and Review

Zhang Jingen
(Center for Public Administration Research. Sun Yat-sen University. Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong, China)

Abstract; In view of the logically specious problems existing in the present discussion of the relationship
among the local governments in China, this paper determines the logic behind the relationship from the
aspects of the path and the perspective. It holds that there are two perspectives in the present discussion of the
relationship among the local governments: the first is the perspective of coordination among the local
governments; the other one is the perspective of competition among local governments. different perspectives
of relationship among the local governments determine the different reform paths. The research can justify
oneself, however, it blurs the logic behind the development of relationship among the local governments. It
can’ t regulate the relationship among the local governments because these researches only remain at the lever
of governing mechanisms. Finally, the paper believes that the present discussion of relationship among the
local governments should be based on the comprehensive development of reforming the institution
circumstances, strengthening the governing mechanisms and regulating the local governments.

Key words: relationship among the local governments; coordinating the relationship among the local

governments; regulating competition among local governments



