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Force, Cognition and Ethic:
Three Dimensions for the Analysis of Public Reason

Tan Ankui
(School of Government. Sun Yat-sen University. Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong. China)

Abstract: Public reason has become a critical concept in the methodological transition of
contemporary political philosophy under the condition of modern pluralism characterized by rational
disagreement. Some scholars have tried to draw aspiration from the Hobbesian conception of public
reason, but this conception was founded on pure force without any cognitive and ethical foundations.
Meanwhile, it is still private in nature, but not public. Contemporary public reason has its cognitive
and ethical dimensions as internal constitutive elements. and power as its final external guarantee. Its
cognitive point is just that it is not weaker than any other cognitive approach, while its real advantage
consists in its ethical dimension. As a result, the justificatory approach of public reason means some
kind of distance between truth and justification.
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