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The Power of the Purse in Modern Congress:
A Comparative Perspective

Lin Muhua
(School of Government, Sun Yat sen University, Guangzhou 510275 Guangdong China)

Abstract: According to modern budgeting institution, the power of the purse is the most
important legislative power. A's the diversity in political systems and cultural traditions, the power of
the purse in every country makes a big difference. In recent years, some scholars dedicated to assess
Congressional budgetary authority by the use of objective and scientific criteria, make analysis of
various influence factors and use quantitative data to be tested. These studies help to expand a
comparative study of legislative budget institutions. There is a significant reference value for Chinese
People’ s Congresses to further improve the supervision system and strengthen the budgetary powers.
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