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Study on Elster’ s View of Deliberative Democracy

Chen Gang
(School of Politics & Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Elster thinks that there are inherent weaknesses in majority democracy which is related
to majority rule. Constitution can play the role of barrier to the abuse of majority rule. This makes it
necessary for deliberation in constitution draft. In order to ensure the wide representation of
participants in deliberation and promote real debate and efficient deliberation, Elster proposes to adopt
proportional representation, and he believes that we should consider the constitution draft process
from four aspects: size, publicity, violence and interest.

Key words: Elster; majoritism; constitution draft; deliberation; democracy



