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The Local Governance Model Based on
Embedded National-Local Relationship

He Yanling
(Center for Public Administration Research, Sun Yat-sen University. Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: A wave of local governance has been launched against a background of far-reaching
economic and political changes by Western developed countries in recent years. Emphasis on local
action and local government’ s increasingly involved in defining the local environment, the influence of
national environment is ignored easily. This will cause uneven development and great inequalities.
Embedded autonomy claims that nation and local should embed into each other; local governance
remains tightly embedded in their national environment. On this premise, in order to response to
nation embeddedness, local government should positively contribute to social capital formation and new
type of state-local relationship. Embedded autonomy is a more practical governing model suitable to
most countries. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the feasibility of embedded autonomy that is
how to choose proper approaches of nation embeddedness and local anti-embeddedness for the goal of
good governance. Further more, to make embedded autonomy model work feasibly, advancing local
government’ s capacity of governance should be paid more attention to.

Key words: embedded autonomy; local governance; nation embeddedness; local anti-

embeddedness



