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Discrimination on the Relationship
between Hard Power and Soft Power

Xiang Jiuyu
(School of Political Science & Public Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Currently, Hard Power and Soft Power have been the key factors of the international
comprehensive strength competition. Hard Power is the very kind of strength that its owner will force
other countries to submit to its will and Leadership by using the dominant but forceful power which
consists on the population, territory, natural resources, strength on economy, military affairs and
science and technology. While, Soft Power can be named as the influential strength or assimilative
strength which is rooted in a country’ s values and ideology and can also have the effects on the
country’ s Hard Power under control. Although, Hard Power and Soft Power are closely connected,
their differences do exist. For one thing, Hard Power has settled the base of the development and
prosperity of Soft Power, and Soft Power has provided the guidelines to secure Hard Power’ s
improvement and expansion; for another, the structural elements and working modes between Hard
Power and Soft Power are quite different. To discriminate the connection and differences between
Hard Power and Soft Power and trying to figure out the right way of combination of the two are of
great importance on the improvement of national comprehensive strength.
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