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On the Concept and Characteristics of Single Maritime Delimitation

Huang Wei
(China Institute of Boundary Studies. Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Single maritime delimitation means a process during which the States conforming to the
same rules and criteria of delimitation, demarcate the wholly overlapping area between the areas of
overlapping entitlement claimed of exclusive economic zone and the one of continental shelf by using
one line, by negotiating or appealing to adjudicating. “Singleness” is the general characteristic of
single maritime delimitation. which not only means that the demarcation for exclusive economic zone
and continental shelf must comply with the same delimitation criterion, also means that the exclusive
economic zones and continental shelves of two States should be uniformly delimited by using a
perpetually valid boundary. More importantly, Singleness means that there is one wholly overlapping
area of overlapping entitlement claimed by States, or under the special circumstances there is one
coincident equidistant line.

Key words: single maritime delimitation; maritime delimitation; delimitation areas



