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Symbolic Governance: Analysis of A Typical Local Government’ s
Behavior from the Perspective of Signaling Theory

Liu Tianxu'. Zhang Xingjiu’
(1. School of Politics & Law, Three Gorges University, Yichang 443002 Hubei China;
2. School of Political Science & Public M anagement, Wuhan University)

Abstract: Symbolic governance is a kind of governance used for describing governance failure in
local government. It exists as four styles and can be divided into capability model and loyalty model,
each model has three degrees according to their costs. The mechanism of Symbolic governance is that
the signals are sent by the officials for their maximum interests, but the effectiveness of the signals is
proportional to its cost. As the rising of the officials’ ability, the effectiveness of the signals is in
decline. This leads to the evolution of the four kinds of symbolic governance in turns.

Key words: symbolic governance; signaling theory; incentive system; governmental behavior



