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Semi-dependency: Important Feature of Political Development
in China (1949—1956)

Zhang Jinghong
(School of Humanities. Zhongnan University of Finance & Law. Wuhan 430073. Hubei. China)

Abstract: Dependency theory is an important part of political development theory. This paper
attempts to analyze China’ s political development from 1949 to 1956 with dependency theory. The
ideas of political development in Chinese leaders, foreign policy and diplomatic practice, the political
system and the process of political development etc. demonstrate that semi-dependency is an important
feature of political development in China during 1949 — 1956. Semi-dependency in political
development benefits to consolidate new political power and complete restoration of the economy
swiftly. The main drawbacks of semi-dependency in political development are that the various aspects
in domestic and foreign policies are subject to the Soviet Union, not really independent. Therefore,
how to deal with the relations between alliance countries with disparate strength deserves serious
consideration.

Key words: semi-dependency; 1949 —1956; China; political development



