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Development of the Law of the Sea and Rise of Great Powers

Kong Lingjie
(Institute of International Studies, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: In the agricultural, industrial and technological ages, the roles played by the sea in the
rise of great powers vary. As a result. the law of the sea undergoes a process in which the maritime
order shifts from national competition. to co-existence and co-progressiveness. With such a process
clarified, China could be in a good position to determine the role of the sea in the peaceful rise of the
nation. and make appropriate and timely policies and laws.

Key words: rise of great powers; the law of the sea; conflicts, co-existence and co-

progressiveness



