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International Law in the Peopl€ s Republic of China.
Development and Prospect

Yu Minyou, Liu Heng
(Institute of International Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Abstract: The People’ s Republic of China has been founded for more than 60 years. Taking the
start of reform and opening up as a landmark, international law in the People’ s Republic of China has
experienced two stages: breaking the order and constructing the new order for survival, reform and
opening up for development. Putting forward and perfection of The Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence are the most significant contributions made to international law in the first stage. Since
the reform and opening up starts, China’ s international law practice has made great achievements in
theoretical research, practice, capacity-building and other aspects. International law in China in the

1

new century has entered into the “golden times” of development. However, in general, the gap
between the level of intermational law of China and that of developed countries is not yet narrowed.
On the one hand, Chinese international law does not satisfy the need of international law with China’ s
peaceful development; on the other hand, it also poses a major challenge to a harmonious world
concept. In the 21" century, the historical mission should be undertaken by all Chinese international
lawyers is, to push forward solidly the rule of law in both domestic and international levels so as to
create a good legal circumstance for the harmonious society and harmonious world as well; and to push
the sinicization of international law in the process of interaction between Chinese law and international
law in order to make international law become the one which really embodies the essence of all kinds of
civilizations and the legal resources of maintaining international social secuity, equity and justice, and
harmonious development.

Key words; International Law in China; the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence; harmonious

world



