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Resources Curse : The Social Stability in the Area of Abundant Resources

Taking the “X” Mining Area as an Example
Zeng Ming (Professor, Nanchang University)

Xia Yulin (Graduate, Nanchang University)

Abstract: The survey based on the “X” Mining area in Jiangxi Province shows that some distinctive factors influence the so-
cial stability in abundant resources area. This means that the phenomenon of “resource curse” really exists in the field of so-
cial stability. One of the reasons is the environment polluted by coal mined. At the same time the psychology of “Chidahu” is
another more important reason. The neighborhood villagers are good at taking advantage of the rigid social stability pressure
on the mining company to gain improper benefits. As the state-owned mine company is not subordinate to the local govern-
ment, which burdened with the same social stability pressure, usually force the company to meet the villagers’ need,so as to
put down the likely occurred chaos quickly and peacefully. To a certain degree,the kind of attitude taken by the local govern-
ment induced the villagers” psychology of “Chidahu” ,deteriorated the social stability in mining area.

Key words: social stability; resources curse; psychology of “Chidahu” ; the methodology of process trace
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