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Sage Rule & Power Rule in Chinese Traditional Politics

Wang Hongsheng
(School of Philosophy. Renmin University of China. Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The ruler of Zhou is called King and its political principle is the sage rule that is
admired by Confucianism. Zhou’ s sage rule is based on the clan ethics and claimed for the morality of
the King himself, so, it is called the moral politics. Confucian set up the concept of man-hearted rule,
advocating that the bachelors to participate and comment the rule. The power rule in Spring and
Autumn Period was deviated from the Zhou’ s sage rule. The Qinshihuang system is a power rule
system, but in fact, the Chinese emperors had always advertised the sage rule. Confucianism, even
called for the sage rule, is not a kind of political theory for that it just deliberated the political issues in
stand of ruling class. The law of legalism is just the law for emperor’ s rule, no limits to the power of
the emperor himself. So it is a kind of power rule theory. In 20th century, the Chinese political
culture has become rich with some new political concepts like the civil rights. democracy and
constitution.

Key words: sage rule; power rule; Confucianism; Qinshihuang system



