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Risk Governance and Democracy:
the New Horizon of Western Democratic Theory

Tang Huangfeng
(School of Politics & Public Administration. Wuhan University. Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China)

Abstract: In recent years, the relationship between risk governance and democracy is a hot topic
in the Western academic world. This paper mainly discusses the fierce challenge of parliamentary
democracy under the condition of risk society. Moreover, it analyzes the theories of ecological
democracy, deliberative democracy. dialogical democracy and cosmopolitan democracy. We argue
ecological democracy and deliberative democracy indicate the innovation of democratic form, but
dialogical democracy and cosmopolitan democracy demonstrate the expenditure of democratic space. So
building up new forms of democracy to adapt to risk governance is the new horizon of developing
democratic theories.
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