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Development & Doom of Constitutionalism in China(1912—1928)

Zheng Qiongxian (Associate Professor,Sun Yat-Sen University)

Abstract : Historically speaking,the period of Northern Warlords provided a great opportunity for Constitutionalism, with va-
rious elements paving the way for its development: Politically,the republic form of government gradually grew stable, when
political democracy achieved significant development and the system of checks and balance roughly formed; Economically, the
prospering of capitalism laid a solid economic and class foundation; Non-government organizations, public space and time and
thirty years of local self-government formed ready social conditions; Finally, the independence of legislation and the rule of
law offered related condition. However, the issue concerning the Northern Warlords Government’s legitimacy threw constitu-
tionalism in crisis: the Constitutionalism which was concieved in war eventually got devoured by war. China missed the op-
portunity of constitutionalism.

Key words: the period of Northern Warlords; Northern Warlords; constitutionalism
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