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Offe’ s Analysis of the Welfare State’ s Government Management

Guo Zhonghua
(Institute of Public Administration, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong. China)

Abstract; Claus Offe is a prominent representative of post-Marxism, his analysis of the crises of
the welfare state has cast great influence on the global academia. He firstly differentiated the crisis
into “sporadic crisis” and “processual crisis”, and analyzed the welfare state’ s emergence and its crisis
tendency from the latter viewpoint. According to him, the essence of the government management of
the welfare state 1s a kind of crisis management. It regulates the capitalist crisis tendencies through
active intervene policies. But as a result, these policies couldn’ t get their ideal effects. because of the
scarcity of the resources of the finance, administrative rationality and legitimacy, the welfare state
itself has expressed crisis tendencies. “Crisis of the crisis management” is the basic feature of the
welfare state’ s governmental administration. Offe’ s crisis theory embodies the problems which
western welfare state faced during the next half of the 20th century. It also corresponds to the
academic current of the bringing the state back in which also appeared in that period of time.

Key words: Offe; capitalist; welfare state; crisis management; managing crisis



