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Presence of Government’ s Role in
Rural Grass-roots Public Management

Wu Xinye
(School of Politics & Public Management. Huadong University of Politics & Law, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: The Performance of rural governance hinges on the political and social factors and their
mechanism between interaction, all of which are manifested in two different public spaces: The first
space is structured upon social units and aims to maintain and develop. Being intrinsic, it is self-
motivated and is driven by social capital and public space; The second space is structured upon state
authority and aims to exercise control over grass-roots political life. Being external, it reflects political
order and is driven by political recognition and institutionalization. The two spaces. though different
in function and position, are not necessarily opposed to each other. The practical way for rural grass-
roots political development in present China lies in the unity of the two spaces, thus achieving the
unity of state guidance and social motivation.

Key words: rural grass-roots; public space; motivational mechanism; state-guided; socially

motivated



