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Oil Trade & WTO Regime

Yu Minyou. Tang Qi
(Wuhan University Law School. Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China)

Abstract: Owing to the sensitivity of tackling oil issues in multilateral approach, so far there is no
internationally efficient system in coordinating oil trade as a whole. WTO/GATT regime never
explicitly excluded oil trade from its scope of competence. Oil trade disputes have also been brought
before it. However, owing to historical reasons and the defects of the trade rules, WTO could not
efficiently regulate oil trade. Along with energy safety and climate change catching worldwide
attention, motivation for energy negotiation within WTO framework grows increasingly strong. WTO
should play a more active role in guiding oil trade towards orderly and healthy pattern.
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