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From Nuremberg Jurisdiction to International Criminal Court

Zhang Yingjun
(Law School, South-Central University For Nationalities, Wuhan 430074, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Under international law, there is no long history of the jurisdiction over legal persons.
There are so much discrepancy between states on whether the legal person can commit offence,
whether it has capability of crime and can be charged with penalty that it is difficult to make agreement
on the liability of legal persons in international conventions. The International Military Tribunal in
Nuremberg dealt with the question of criminal organizations. But the other international tribunals or
court of justice has no longer exerted jurisdiction over legal persons thenceforth. However, in the
course of drawing up the Statute of the International Criminal Court, several debates arised from the
Commission of International Law over whether adopt the jurisdiction over legal persons . even in the
United Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International
Criminal Court. By examining the related practise of Nuremberg Trial and the debate over the inclusion
of legal persons in the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, I conclude that there is the
puzzle dom for the international criminal tribunals to directly exert the jurisdiction over legal persons
on the severe international crimines in which the nations are often involved. due to the misgiving of the
criminal liability over the legal persons and considerion of the national interests posed by the nations.

Key words: international criminal law; liability of legal persons for crimes; international criminal

tribunals; application



