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( )

On Application of Sherman Act in Selling Broadcasting
Rights of Sports Matches

Pei Yang
(Law School, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: In the practice of American professional sports leagues, collective selling and exclusive
agreements have been exempted fram antitrust rules but restrictions on the matches available for
broadcasting was declared anti-competitive by courts. As reviewing American experience, we can
draw the following cordnsions. Firstly, a sport league is a joint venture and the regulations made by it
should be examined by Sherman Act. Secondly, competition balance, which is essential to sports
industry, ought to be considered in the antitrust analysis to sports leagues. Thirdly, in the area of
broadcasting rights market, more matches with lower price available on screen is the manifestation of
consumer welfare. However, the judges in two Bull Cases paid no attentions to the oversaturation of
matches on screen and satisfying the need of broadcasting industry, which weakened the authorities of
their decisions.
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