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From Shared Knowledge to Collective Identity:
China-EU Relations

Zhang Chi
(School of International Relations, Peking University, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract; Inharmonious elements exist in China-EU relations in spite of the development of the
overall relations. Constructivism provides us with a new approach to study individual cases such as
human rights. trade frictions, and arms embargo, in order to analvze the process of building-up
shared knowledge and constructing identities and interests through social learning of bilateral
interactions. Positive shared knowledge between China and the EU is crucial for the coming into being
of collective identity, which is important for the development of China-EU relations.
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